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MEMBERS IN MINISTRY
May 29, 2022

MINISTERS FOR THE COMMUNITY: EVERY MEMBER
Pastor: Jane B. Johnson
Secretary: Bobbie Hall
Clerk of Session: Elaine Zingg
Choir Director: Karen Henderson
Organist: Patricia Penrose
Treasurer: Michael Milam
MINISTERS FOR VISION AND MISSION: SESSION:
Class of 2022
Class of 2023
Class of 2024
Pat Mikelson
Tom Hlasten
John Mikelson
Glenn Rudie
Susan Thomas
Barbara Pettit
Barbara Taphorn
Elaine Zingg
MINISTERS FOR MEMBER CARE: DEACONS
Barbara Patterson Bob Penrose Irene Clark
COMMITTEES:
Discipleship and Worship: Pastor Jane
Evangelism & Mission: Pat Mikelson
Fellowship: Barbara Taphorn
Finance & Stewardship: Susan Thomas
Member Care: Pastor Jane
Nominating: Pat Mikelson
Personnel: Glenn Rudie
Presbytery: Barbara Pettit
Presbyterian Women: Barbara Taphorn
Property: Barbara Pettit
Technology/Communication: John Mikelson

MEMBERS SERVING IN
OTHER PLACES:
• Allen Wollenberg, Pike
County Outreach Council
of Churches
• Mark, Jenny, Kella Rosa,
and Aika Estela Hare
Papay-Costa Rica
• Jim McGill, Sudan

We are open for worship in
the church at 10:45 am.
Masks are optional.
Fellowship Hour after
worship has resumed. We
continue to have worship
on line each Sunday
morning at 10:45 am. You
can tune in by your
computer or telephone.
If you are using a
computer to connect:
Open your computer
browser (Internet
Explorer or Chrome)
Enter https://zoom.us
542 773 5626 in the
address bar. Follow
screen instructions.
Password: 6NgnrH
If you are using a phone to
connect, dial
312-626-6799 and then
enter ID:
542 773 5626#.
When prompted
for a password
enter 355142#.

A NOTE FROM THE CLERK OF SESSION

ELAINE OSER ZINGG

The regular May Session meeting has
been postponed until May 25th which is
too late for this month’s Courier deadline.
Session’s Fellowship Committee
scheduled two meals: one in May to
celebrate Mother’s Day and one in June to

celebrate Father’s Day. So in place of my
usual Our Session at Work report I
have decided to share a piece that I wrote
six years ago on my experience of
being a parent. It is titled, “An Untitled
Slice of My Life’s Journey”.

AN UNTITLED SLICE OF MY LIFE’S JOURNEY
Once upon a time, I was a young child, blowing soap bubbles;
holding the container of magical fluid in one hand,
the shape-producing wand in the other.
Filled with excitement and anticipation,
I’d thrust the wand into the soapy water,
pull it out, extend my arm, whirl around,
and experience the awesome moment when my action
produced a stream of airborne spherical shapes.
There was a flash of joy knowing that I had created these spheres,
a desire to hold them close, marvel at their myriad surface colors,
and wonder why I could not see deep into their centers.
But, alas, I could only watch them floating off,
moving further and further away,
journeying beyond my sphere of control.
And should one collide with a hard, prickly surface, it would pop,
and disappear, and I would be saddened by the loss.
Now I am an aging adult, remembering those early experiences, and reflecting
upon their similarity to my journey through parenthood.
Quite a few years ago, it felt like I had just whirled around
and found myself bonded to three young sons.
I marveled at their expressive faces; enjoyed their antics
as they struggled to attain physical mobility; tried to fill their centers
with love and appreciation for all of creation.
And stage by stage, just like my childhood soap bubbles, life’s momentum
moved them beyond my sphere of influence or control.
They pursued daytime elementary and high school education.
They packed their things and left for college.
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They fell in love, got married, and created new nuclear families.
During the years that we had lived together,
there were heart-to-heart talks,
shared laughter over Monty Python routines and Far Side cartoons,
a few sternly delivered motherly lectures, and
occasional angry outbursts at unfair parental limitations
on their freedoms.
As a parent, I learned to accept that I could not control the full content
of my sons’ inner beings;
and they would always be as wondrously mysterious to me
as were the invisible centers of my childhood soap bubbles.
Two years ago this month, my oldest son collided with the hard, prickly side of
life, popped out, and disappeared.
When that happened, a piece of who I was exploded
with deep, primal grief.
Then slowly, I began a long journey through memories
of more than four decades of shared times.
That journey continues amidst a sadness that is softening
but will never fully leave me.
On a rational level, I understand that my son and I
can no longer communicate in person or by phone.
But at the very center of my being I still feel
the bond between us,
a bond that is real, and solid, and transcends death itself.
I am grateful for memories of my youthful bubble blowing experiences
for they remind me of the joy of creative action,
the mystery of beauty that can be beheld, but not held onto,
and that distance and loss are not ends, but transitions.
I am also grateful that my parental journey has included
warm, fuzzy times when our sons were young,
many shared road trips and tent camping adventures,
and the growth that has resulted from our sons’ push
for greater independence.
In my 76 years of journeying through life, I have learned to live into many
paradoxes, and to avoid fearing the mysterious.
Elaine Oser Zingg, August 27, 2016
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FPC MUSIC SCHOLARSHIP

| TOM PATTERSON

The First Presbyterian Church’s Music
Scholarship for 2021-2022 is awarded to
Waverly High School
instrumental and vocal
student, Miss
Jaydalee Whitt.
Jayda has been a
student of Mr. Ross
for the last six years
and I have worked
with her for the
last five.
Jayda has
participated in
solo, ensembles both large and
small. She is the first chair trombone
and has led the section making it a very
good sounding part of the marching and
concert band. She also plays lead
trombone in the Jazz Band and Pep
Band. Other instruments Jayda plays are
trumpet and baritone/euphonium. She
also works in the music library filing
music and coping, and is the band
secretary.
She has also completed college level
music theory class. This will be a big
help when she starts college next fall.

performed the
postlude for the service. With my help we
played a Trombone duet, “Joshua Fit De
Battle of Jerico.” She then sang a number
from the musical, Les Miserable, “I
Dreamed a Dream.”

In the vocal area Jayda is a member of
the singing groups, Polarity, Madrigals
and the School Choir. In the school
musical this year she sang two major
solos and was one of the lead actors.

In the fall Jayda will be attending Capital
University and majoring in Music
Education.

During church on May 22, 2022 Jada
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MOTHER’S DAY
DINNER
Left: Melissa Stinnett untangles Mother’s Day
balloons.
Below: Six mothers/grandmothers along with
one adopted grandson wait for Mother’s Day
dinner.

A BIT OF HUMOR
Going over our church finances I found
a receipt from a local paint store signed
by someone named Christian. I wasn't
aware of anyone buying paint, so I
called the store to point out its mistake

Theresa, living in Nebraska, USA,
decides to post the old family Holy Bible
to her brother in Maine. The postal
worker enquires as to whether there is
anything breakable in the parcel.

'I'm sorry,' I told the manager, 'but there
are no Christians here at St Mary's
Church.

'Only the Ten Commandments,' Theresa
replies with a smile.
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FELLOWSHIP COMMITTEE
The Fellowship Committee needs more people to volunteer to asist with Coffee
Hour after church services. To make it easier for everone to participate, we now
have three ways you can help!
1. Be the “host/hostess”: Provide and serve the goodies.
2. Be a “provider”: Provide purchased or baked goodies for someone else to serve.
3. Be a “sponsor”: Sponsor coffee hour by donating money ($10.00 suggested) and
Barb Taphorn will shop for and organize the event.

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN
On Wednesday, June 1 at 10:30 AM
Presbyterian Women will gather for the
last time until next September. The
circles will meet first to organize for
their new year. New officers will be
installed.

Pastor Jane Johnson will lead the last
lesson of the current Bible Study of
Presbyterian Women.
Each person attending is asked to
bring their own sandwich or lunch.
The current Coordinating Team will
have beverages and cookies for all.

The new Coordinating Team members
that were elected at the last Gathering
are:
Pat Penrose, Moderator;
Audrey Tysen, Treasurer;
Karen Henderson, Member-at-large.
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PCUSA PENTICOST OFFERING

LIBRARY PROGRAMS AND NEEDS

AT PENTECOST, WE CELEBRATE
THAT GOD OFFERS MORE THAN WE
CAN PLAN with your impact nurturing
the faith of those who are the church to
come. Your gift to the Pentecost Offering
is in the line item in our church budget.
This offering unites us in a church-wide
effort to support young people and
inspire them to share their faith, ideas,
and unique gifts with the church and at
the world. From our gifts 60% is reunited
to the Presbyterian Mission Agency for
their work in this support and 40% of the
funds are used to support programs for
young people in our communities.

It is time again for the library’s Summer Reading Program featuring this year’s
theme—Oceans of Possibilities!

a couple of years through the COPE
program at Waverly Schools and through
the Garnet A. Wilson Public Library so we
will divide the 40% between these two
programs. Specifically, this offering will
help clear the fees and fines many COPE
kids have accumulated and that must be
paid before a senior can graduate. This
offering will also support the library's
summer programs for preschool through
high school kids.
If you wish to give more to this offering
you may give a donation to the church
marked for the Pentecost Offering. There
are special envelopes on the desk near
the front door.

We have been working with children for

PEANUT BUTTER!
This month, as the new facility for
the Pike County Outreach Food
Pantry and the Homeless Shelter
opens, let us remember our member
and friend Florence
Vonderohe. Florence
served many years as our
representative on the
Board of the Outreach

Council and would often stand up in
church and plead for food, especially
peanut butter. So bring a jar of peanut
butter this month for the pantry as you
remember Florence and give
thanks for her service.
There is a cart just inside
the front door of the church
for your donation.

Stop into Waverly’s Garnet A. Wilson Public Library to sign up for summer
reading, June 6 through July 16, and receive a log for completing the
reading challenge.
Further information with more details will be announced as it is received. This
summer the challenge is for all people: children, tweens, teens and adults ages
18+. Adults are challenged to read 4 adult fiction or nonfiction books.
Story time for the “Littles” will continue this summer at the park located across
from our manse on E. North St. We will have a story, a craft, snacks, and playtime
on the park equipment. Of course, we will have fun-loving conversation with the
children and their parents/caregivers. Time is 1:00 PM to approximately 2:15.
Come and join us!

LIBRARY
DONATIONS

FOOD PANTRY
DONATIONS

CRAFT ITEMS

PEANUT BUTTER

SNACKS OF COOKIES,
CRACKERS, DRINKS

PEANUT BUTTER
PEANUT BUTTER

TRIAL SIZED
TOILETRIES

Honor Florence Vanderohe
and the opening of the new
Food Pantry!

PERSONAL HYGIENE
ITEMS FOR FAMILIES
WITHOUT
PERMANENT HOMES

Donations may be left in the
FOOD PANTRY BOX in the
entrance.

Donations may be left in the
LIBRARY BOX across from
the church kitchen.
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LOOKING FORWARD . . .
In 2020 The Mission Study Committee
spent many months reviewing our
vision for ministry, our community’s
emerging needs, how a called pastor
could help us reach our vision and
mission goals, as well as the
characteristics needed by the person
open to be called and an established
list of specific responsibilities.

These five years are an ideal time for
us to plan and prepare. In 2020
congregant interviews, a survey and
congregation communications, helped
distill what our congregation wants in
a pastor, what we need in our church,
how we want to worship, where we
want to do our ministry, how to
develop strong leaders and more. We
are seeing who God is inviting us to
be and how God is calling us to serve.

Then the Pastor Nominating Committee
matched our criteria to pastors who
were looking for calls. After
interviewing many candidates, we were
led to call Pastor Jane whose own
criteria for a congregation was a match
to those of our mission study.

Pastor Jane arrived in August 2021.
Over the past several months, she
has called the Session and PNC
together to take the five goals we
specified and work to define in detail
specific tasks to reach these goals.
This has been energizing and positive
work. The Ministry Plan that has come
out of this work will be presented to
the congregation in July. This Ministry
Plan is a living, working document that
will be revisited often to revise and to
add tasks as Session directs in our
five-year time period.

Our over-all goal is to provide transition
period for leadership development and
financial adjustment so that, at the end
of five years, we will be prepared to go
forward as a small but robust and
involved congregation, with a financial
budget and staff commensurate with
the size of the congregation and its
giving capabilities.

COPE UPDATE
COPE pauses with the end of the school year. Because Terri Dunham’s upcoming
cancer surgery and recovery, we will pause on sending COPE birthdays cards this
summer. Please keep Teri in your prayers.
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PRESBYTERY MEETING HELD
VIRTUALLY BY ZOOM
Sunday, May 15, 2022 3:30 PM

As usual, it is so good to go to
Presbytery meetings to see how the
87 churches in our Presbytery work
together. This meeting held on Sunday
afternoon is an attempt to engage
more younger members since the
meeting is not at a time when they are
not working. The most that I saw at
the meeting was 91. You realize I
enjoy seeing people I know—some
from previous churches, PW, and
Southern Ohio. Some you may know
were Gary Baker, Charlotte O’Neal,
Justice Ofosuhene, Trip Porch, Betty
Kennedy, Joel Esala. Soon we will be
able to greet each other in person
again.

welcome to use it. Staff and
commissions are exploring how God is
working with us—visioning and
future-thinking. Jeannie announced that
she is moving into retirement on
December 31. In the coming 7 months
she will be working with operations
commission and HR team. She will be
looking for new ways to use her gifts in
2023.
Stated Clerk, Bill Gause, thanked
Jeannie and expressed PSV’s
appreciation for her service. The
Commission for Presbytery Operations
is in charge of calling the next
Executive Presbyter. This commission
will work han-in-hand with the
Discernment and Design Administrative
Commission. During the stated meeting
held on February 18, 2020, the
Discernment and Design Administrative
Commission was established. Due to
concerns of safety and shutdowns
around Covid, the work has
not been able to be started. Presbytery
voted unanimously to approve the slate
of commission members presented.

We were called to worship by the
reading that God requires of us “to do
justice, to love kindness, and to walk
humbly with our God.” Due to the
illness of the slated speaker for
worship, a sermon prepared by Joel
Esala was read. It explored the reason
why the cross was chosen to
represent Christianity since it seems
to have negative connotations for a
loving way of life. Singers and
accompanist were fromBroad St.
Presbyterian Church.

Moderator of Commission for Church
Professionals, Ann Melick, presented
the list of approvals and dissolutions of
pastors. Two candidates for ordination
were examined. Their statements of
faith were presented and they
answered questions brought by
members. Both passed their ordination

Executive Presbyter, Jeannie Harsh,
reported that the office is continuing to
operate with full staff. A conference
room has been set up where hybrid
meetings can be held; we are
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PRESBYTERY MEETING HELD VIRTUALLY BY ZOOM (continued)
exams. Heather Thum-Gerber will
start this summer as pastor of
Hanover Presbyterian. Douglas Grace
will be pastor at Prince of Peace ¾
time with other ¼ time working on
mission work for social justice. The
motion to approve the 2023 Minimum
Compensation Guidelines passed.

Covenant Trust to Fidelity Investments
—resulting in a $14,000 annual savings
to PSV. With 1/3 of 2022 completed,
PSV’s collections have been slightly
above expected. We are in surplus of
$46,253 as of April 2022 treasurer’s
report.
Peter Galbraith, Moderator of
Nominating Committee, placed names
in nomination for two positions; passed
unanimously. He indicated that soon the
committee will be contacting members
for other commissions.

Kathi Bubb, Moderator of Commission
for Nurture and Outreach, reminded
us of the Easter People Challenge.
We are to report Matthew 25 projects
and number of volunteer hours
between Easter and Pentecost. The
commission is exploring a campus
ministry position at The Ohio State
University; there has been some work
with Jacob’s Porch, Methodists and
Mennonites. Kathi announced:
1) Antiracism book study to be held on
May 12, 19, 26.
2) Fall curriculum conversation May 19
from 7 to 8:30 PM on Zoom.
3) Pentecost Offering mostly received
on Pentecost Sunday, June 5.
4) Two mission work trips in West
Virginia the week of October 23-29.
5) Fall Youth Retreat November 12-13.
6) PIE (Partners in Education)
Leadership Event January 21,
2023.

Mark Parsons, Moderator for
Commission for Congregational Life,
announced that there are 19 churches
in transition which is about ¼ of our
congregations. He related that liaisons
assigned to congregations are making
contacts. Katie Kinnison received grant
funding through PCUSA to explore
a new ministry possibility in Columbus
—in the area of church development
pertaining to new worshiping
congregations and emerging
congregations. A subcommittee is
working directly with her.
Michael Gehring from Presbyterian
Mission Agency spoke about what is
happening in churches today. Noted
were: shrinking memberships, church
closings, burned out leaders, more
older and fewer younger members,
diversity, declining influence in
community. BUT there are many young
people calling for social justice. God’s
New Thing may be that church will not

Jim Hines, Moderator of Commission
for Presbytery Operations, reported on
several items. One that stood out to
me was: approved a recommendation
from the CPO’s Investment Advisory
Committee to transfer the Presbytery’s
investment accounts from New
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PRESBYTERY MEETING HELD VIRTUALLY BY ZOOM (continued)
be as we have known it. PCUSA has
committed to 1001 new worshiping
communities since 2012. So far, 709
new ones have started and 545 are
still operating. 64% are not white, 43%
are under age 40, 45% do not meet in
church buildings, 53% are ordained
Teaching Elders, 20% have joined
Matthew 25. What can we do? Pray;
reorient our perspective; extend
hospitality; receive hospitality; reward
and celebrate behavior we hope to
see. Michael’s email:
Michael.Gehrling@pcusa.org

10-11:30 and attend adaptive Leadership Cohorts beginning in August.
Matthew 25 grants for up to $5000 are
due by September 30, 2022. Need is for
a coordinator for Synod Communities of
Color—½ time for a year.

Chip Hardwick, Synod Executive,
reminded us that the synod is here to
help, support, advise, guide—NOT
direct or supervise. He encouraged us
to attend preaching workshops on the
first Wednesday of each month from

respectfully submitted,
Babsy (Barbara) Pettit,
Commissioner to Presbytery

GREETERS

LITURGISTS

June

June

Irene Clark

July

Sherry Sapienza

Synod newsletter:
www.synodofthecovenant.org/subscribe
Facebook: Synod of the Covenant
Chip’s phone and email: 309-530-4578
chip@synodofthecovenant.org

Please contact me for further
information on any items.

Cay Roberts
Betsy Hall
Barbara Taphorn

July

Audrey & Cal Tysen
Barbara Taphorn

August

Gerri Prod
Sherry Sapienza
Barbara Taphorn
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JUNE
SUN

MON

TUE

WED

1

Presbyterian
Women
Gathering
10:30

5

6

7

8

Mission &
Evangalism
1:30 pm

THU

2

FRI

3

SAT

4

Worship &
Discipleship
10 am

9

10 11

Pastor Jane’s Vacation

12 13 14 15 16 17 18
Property
Committee
10 am

Pastor
Jane’s
Vacation

Fellowship
1 pm

Finance 10am Clergy
Breakfast
Session
9 am
1:30 pm
Newsletter
Deadline

19 20 21 22 23 24 25
Father’s
Day
Luncheon
after
worship

Prime
Time
Gardening
6 pm

26 27 28 29 30
Wanda
Stratton’s
Memorial
Service
11:00 am
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211 Schmitt Drive
Waverly, OH 45690

The Amen Corner

Remember in
Prayer:
Marilyn Beilstein
Dan Beilstein
Judy Wollenberg
Glenn Rudie
Lew Stratton
David Boyer
Bud Hobday
Janet Marsh
Dimitry Sergay
Juliet Getty

Bristol Health Care:
Judy Wollenberg - 312
Bud Hobday - 125
Janet Marsh - Fast Track
Dimitry Sergay - 114
Bristol Apartments:
600 E Fifth St
George Hartwell - 193

Birthdays:
Bill Johnson - 12
Otto Zingg - 13
Pat Penrose - 14
Irene Clark - 19
Jim Clark - 24
Judy Wollenberg - 24
Jean Earnhardt - 28
Anniversaries:
Barb & Tom Patterson - 6
Cal & Audry Tysen - 12

