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OUR SESSION AT WORK   ELAINE OSER ZINGG

May’s Session meeting was scheduled 
too late in the month for me to report on it 
last month, so this time I will be reporting 
on both May’s and June’s meetings.

When Florence Vonderohe died on 
November 13, 2021, our church was
sole beneficiary of a $50,000 life 
insurance policy she had taken out in 
2001. Pursuant to Session decision, 10% 
of unrestricted benevolences received by
our church are to be used for mission. At 
its May meeting, Session approved
sending $4,000 to the PCUSA General 
Asia and Pacific Fund for Nepal in honor
of Florence’s years serving as a 
missionary in Nepal, and $1,000 was 
added to Missionary Jim McGill’s support 
in Niger through the Presbyterian Church
Mission Agency.

Another important issue that was raised at 
the May meeting was how to respond to a 
letter Music Director Karen Henderson 
had sent to Pastor Jane and Session 
members stating that she would be using 
her accrued time off until August 29, 2022, 
and then going on Leave of Absence 
effective September 1, 2022. In 
subsequent conversations, Karen stated 
that she had plans in place to cover all 
church musical needs until September 1, 
2022; and that she was not planning to 
return to her staff position after that date. 

In order to ensure continuation of a strong 
music program including a choir, 
Personnel Committee Moderator Glenn 
Rudie moved that Session approve filling 

two part time employee positions: a 
Church Pianist/Organist to provide music 
for all choir and special music rehearsals 
and services, as well as all keyboard 
music during the services when Organist 
Pat Penrose is unavailable; and Church 
Choir/Special Music Director to direct the 
church choir September – May as well as 
arranging for Special Music during the 
summer and occasionally throughout the 
year. This person will work with and 
support Pastor Jane in integrating music 
with the worship service. The total 
financial cost of $10,000 to $12,000 is to 
be divided between the two positions. 
Barbara Taphorn seconded the motion, 
and it passed.

At its June meeting, Session approved 
initial job descriptions for the two
music positions approved at the May 
meeting. These descriptions will be used
in beginning to search for candidates, and 
may be tweaked later. As a start, the
positions have been listed on Indeed. 
Glenn Rudie and Pat Mikelson will be
advertising in a number of other places; 
and are open to congregant’s
suggestions of places to advertise and 
people who might be good candidates for
the positions.

Property Committee Moderator Babsy 
Pettit asked Mike Milam to say a
few words about what is happening with 
the church’s Pollinator Habitat plans.
Mike responded that he has mowed the 
major portion of the grass surrounding
the church for more than a decade, and 
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OUR SESSION AT WORK  (continued)

he mowed it for the last time this past
week as the experts have told him that the 
herbicide being spread by TRUEGREEN 
will benefit from being absorbed by the 
taller grass. Mike also said that he has 
purchased 15 signs announcing the 
coming Pollinator Habitat. These signs will 
be installed around the area that will be 
turning brown where the invasive grasses 
will be dying.

At the June meeting, Session was told 
that our church will again be taking part in 
Bread for the World’s letter writing 
campaign. Evelyn Baker will do a Minute 
for Mission on the program during the July 
17th worship service. TheMission  
Committee will sponsor the Fellowship 
Hour that Sunday, and have letters 

available for signing and packets for those 
who prefer to write their own letters at the 
fellowship tables. Signed letters will be 
dedicated during the July 24th worship 
service.

Pastor Jane reported that the grief 
support group that she had been leading 
has decided to continue as a sharing 
group and to meet at Bristol Village.

The sidewalks on the manse property are 
crumbling and need replacing. At its June 
meeting, Session approved an estimate 
from Graham construction to remove and 
haul away old concrete and put in new 
concrete and re-mesh. The estimated 
total cost for materials and labor is 
$3,200.
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POLLINATOR HABITAT PROJECT 

Big changes are underway for our 
property. Session was asked to consider 
what should be done when the 
gentleman farmer who has mowed four 
of the five acres of our mowed lawn over 
the last eighteen years, can no longer 
provide this service. One option would 
be to have these four acres commercially 
mowed. The estimated costs for this 
commercial mowing would probably be 
between $4,000 and $6,000 of additional 
expense each year.

Session was presented with the idea of 
converting these four acres of mowed 
lawn to a pollinator habitat. What is a 
pollinator habitat? A pollinator habitat at 
the church would be a planting of 
wildflowers and native grasses in these 
four acres. It could best be described as 
a meadow with knee high and higher 
grasses with wildflowers dispersed 
throughout. Once the pollinator habitat is 
established, the annual upkeep costs 
would be a few hundred dollars annually 
versus the thousands of dollars for 
maintaining a commercially mowed area. 
The pollinator habitat area will have 
meandering walking paths with benches 

for people to observe nature and/or 
meditate. Session agreed with the 
pollinator habitat project and planning was 
begun.

Dirk Dempsey, the Ohio State Extension 
Agriculture and Natural Resources 
Educator for Pike County, working with 
other conservation partners, provided the 
church with a detailed plan and work has 
started. Soil sampling was performed by 
the Pike Soil and Water Conservation 
District which showed that the turf would 
not need any fertilizer or lime. A contract 
was signed with TruGreen (a commercial 
vendor) to spray a herbicide to kill the 
non-native grasses. Killing the non-native 
grasses is vital for the success of this 
project. TruGreen is the company that 
currently applies selective herbicides to 
the apartment complex adjoining our 
property. At the end of June, the first 
herbicide application will be done. The 
second herbicide application will be in 
October of this year and the final 
herbicide application will be next April. 
Again, these herbicide treatments are vital 
for the success of this project.
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POLLINATOR HABITAT PROJECT (continued)

What can we expect to see over the next 
year? At the end June, you will see small 
marker flags placed around the boundary 
of the pollinator habitat to designate 
where the herbicide will be applied. 
Sometime before the end of July the 
grass in this area will turn brown and 
these four acres will basically be brown 
until next spring/summer. We will place 
signs around the perimeter to inform our 
congregants and the public what is 
coming. We will plant the wildflower and 
native grasses next April and we should  
start to see the meadow of wildflowers 
and native grasses next summer.
 
What benefits will a pollinator habitat 
provide to the church? First of all, we will 
be conserving church finances from 
being used for commercial mowing. The 
four to five gallons of diesel fuel currently 
used during each mowing will not be 
burned and this will be good for our 
environment. Four acres of pollinator 

habitat will be very beneficial to birds, 
bees, insects, and animals in the area. 
The conservation community in the area 
is very interested in this project. This 
pollinator habitat will be a demonstration 
plot that can be used to educate and 
promote other developments of pollinator 
habitats. A beekeeper can be invited to 
setup some hives. 4-H or other school 
groups may conduct studies and possibly 
establish milkweed areas for the Monarch 
butterflies, for example. Bluebird boxes 
can be built and installed by local youth 
groups. The local boy scouts have already 
asked to build the benches for our walking 
paths. 

This idea of the conversion of mowed 
lawn to a pollinator habitat will be growing 
in popularity and our church will gain quite 
a bit of notoriety across the state by being 
a visionary in this area.

Submitted by the Property Committee
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WHEN WILL THE CHOIR SING AGAIN?
This is a question a congregant asked 
after worship on June 5. It’s a fair 
question. It’s also good to be reminded 
how much vocal/choral music means 
to this congregation.

It was then I realized that even though 
I have kept in contact with our choir 
members as to what is or is not 
happening, I have not informed the 
congregation in general about all of 

this. So, here we go . . .

Here is the history of our singing trials:

Singing is a “super spreader” of Covid. 
When several of our choir members 
volunteered to hold recording sessions 
for our worship hymns during our 
Zoom services, every singer was at 
least 20 feet apart and had their own 
microphones. Tom Hlasten and Tom 
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WHEN WILL THE CHOIR SING AGAIN (contunued)
Patterson were our guides and helpers 
during these recordings.

Last Spring, I thought that the Covid 
numbers were going down so that we 
could begin choir rehearsals in August 
and start singing during worship in Fall. 
Then we had a new Covid variant and 
“wave.” The same thing happened in 
the Spring. We thought we could begin 
rehearsals during Lent and sing on 
Easter. Unfortunately that wasn’t able to 
happen either.

This past May, I hoped there was a 
possibility we could begin choir rehears-
als for September. I planned to gather 
together a quartet to sing at least once 
a month (June, July, and August). If we 
were “Covid clear,” this would lead into 
choir rehearsals again. Then I discov-
ered I would be having surgery in 
mid-July. AARGH! And, of course, came 
another Covid surge!

Those musical plans have been revised. 
Our quartet has been rehearsing a 
couple of times a week for many 
weeks–preparing a rather difficult but 
fun piece we will be singing during the 
July 10th worship service. We hope to 
sing again during a special celebration 
–as well as lead the congregation in one 
of those choir/congregational hymns.

   As you know, Covid is  
   “serious stuff” and not 

to be taken lightly. A couple of us have 
sung in small ensembles realizing that 
even while wearing our K95 masks 
and having been fully vaccinated and 
boosted, there is still a risk involved.

We have recently ordered Noteable 
Singing Masks. The quarted has dis-
cussed the reasons for choosing 
these masks (including two research 
studies indicating their ability to stop 
aerosols which spread Covid). We 
considered the risk of singing together 
while using these masks and decided 
to sing together anyway. (I do need to 
tell you that you might think we’re 
Arabian veiled dancers when we wear 
these.)

When will our choir be able to sing 
together? I don’t think anyone knows 
for sure. Thankfully, we have many 
skilled musicians in our membership 
(as well as those who visit from “out-
side” our church) and they continue to 
serve through our worship Sepcial 
Music. This includes some vocal solos 
and duets. Our quartet is the latest 
addition.

As decisions are made, you will be 
informed. In the meantime, keep your 
hearts singing joyfully!

With Hope,
Karen Henderson



BREAD FOR THE WORLD
OFFERING OF LETTERS TO SUPPORT ENDING HUNGER AT HOME & 
ABROAD
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In July the Mission Committee will be 
sponsoring our annual Offering of 
Letters. This has been an annual project 
begun by Patti and Earl Todt and Bud 
Hobday. Bread.org can do what no 
other organizations can. In these 
closely divided times, we can show our 
leaders that hunger is not a partisan 
issue and that solutions can only be 
achieved by working together 

-  On July 17 we will 
have letters available 
to send to our 
legislators to urge 
them to vote for laws 
that will help to end 
hunger around the 
world.  These will be 

available at Fellowship time if you 
wish to sign then. Or if you prefer you 
can take the prepared packet home 
to write your own letter or add a note 
to it and return with it the next week.

-  On July 24 we will dedicate all the 
letters and send them on their way.

Bread for the World is a collective 
Christian voice urging our nation’s 
decision makers to end hunger at home 

and abroad. By changing 
policies, programs, and 
conditions that allow hunger 
and poverty to persist, we 
provide help and opportunity 
far beyond the communities 
where we live.

MISSION ABROAD UPDATE
Earlier this year, the church received 
$50,000 as beneficiary of a life 
insurance policy of longtime member 
Florence Vanderohe.  In accord with 
Session commitments, a tenth of that 
amount or $5000 was designated for 
mission causes.  In light of Florence's 
involvement in Presbyterian 
sponsored ministries in Puerto Rico 
and Nepal, the Mission and 
Evangelism Committee recommended 
that the monies go to support mission 
projects outside the United States. 

After some thought and information 
gathering, your committee 
recommended that $4000 be sent in 
support of an ongoing ecumenical 
ministry in Nepal and $1000 be given 
in support of Presbyterian mission 
worker Jim McGill and his important 
ministry of helping villages in Niger 
and South Sudan establish and 
maintain safe water wells.  These 
grants were made as a way of 
honoring Florence Vanderohe and her 
commitment to living out the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ in different cultural 
settings.

LIBRARY PROGRAMS AND NEEDS
Summer Reading Challenge began on June 6 and will end on July 16. This is for: 
children who read 20 books; for tweens, teens, and adults who read 4 books that 
are age appropriate. Participants keep a log of books with name, age and phone 
number and drop it off in the return bin. All who successfully complete the 
challenge will receive a prize. 

Crafts, stories, and interaction: Typically, teen craft times will be on Tuesday at 3 
PM. Children’s Story Time in the Park will be on Wednesday at l PM and Adult 
Craft will be at 5 PM on Thursday. Let’s support the adult crafts—candle making 
on July 7 and embroidery on July 14.

LIBRARY 
DONATIONS

FOOD 
PANTRY 

DONATIONS
LIBRARY SPECIAL NEEDS:  
Children come to the library hungry 
and in need of toiletries. Please 
consider donating combs, small 
hairbrushes, flip flops (any sizes), 
feminine hygiene products, soap, 
toothpaste and toothbrushes, 
deodorant.

CRAFT TIME SNACKS: individually 
packaged water, juice boxes, crackers, 
cookies, candies, cheese, beef sticks, 
nuts, and any other yummy snacks you 
would like to give. Money is also an 
option so the library can purchase 
snacks.

Donations may be left in the LIBRARY 
BOX across from the church kitchen.

PAPER TOWELS!

PAPER TOWELS!

PAPER TOWELS!

The item requested 
this month is PAPER 

TOWELS!

Donations may be left 
in the FOOD PANTRY 
BOX in the entrance.
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COPE UPDATE

LOOKING FORWARD . . .

COPE pauses with the end of the school year. Because Terri Dunham’s upcoming 
cancer surgery and recovery, we will pause on sending COPE birthdays cards this 
summer. Please keep Teri in your prayers. 

In 2020 The Mission Study Committee 
spent many months reviewing our 
vision for ministry, our community’s 
emerging needs, how a called pastor 
could help us reach our vision and 
mission goals, as well as the 
characteristics needed by the person 
open to be called and an established 
list of specific responsibilities.

Then the Pastor Nominating Committee 
matched our criteria to pastors who 
were looking for calls.  After 
interviewing many candidates, we were 
led to call Pastor Jane whose own 
criteria for a congregation was a match 
to those of our mission study. 

Our over-all goal is to provide transition 
period for leadership development and 
financial adjustment so that, at the end 
of five years, we will be prepared to go 
forward as a small but robust and 
involved congregation, with a financial 
budget and staff commensurate with 
the size of the congregation and its 
giving capabilities.  

These five years are an ideal time for 
us to plan and prepare. In 2020 
congregant interviews, a survey and 
congregation communications, helped 
distill what our congregation wants in 
a pastor, what we need in our church, 
how we want to worship, where we 
want to do our ministry, how to 
develop strong leaders and more.  We 
are seeing who God is inviting us to 
be and how God is calling us to serve.  

Pastor Jane arrived in August 2021. 
Over the past several months, she 
has called the Session and PNC 
together to take the five goals we 
specified and work to define in detail 
specific tasks to reach these goals.  
This has been energizing and positive 
work. The Ministry Plan that has come 
out of this work will be presented to 
the congregation in July. This Ministry 
Plan is a living, working document that 
will be revisited often to revise and to 
add tasks as Session directs in our 
five-year time period.
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FINANCE STATEMENT
Our monthly income was $10,054.05 
and our May expenses were 
$16,083.25. This gave us a deficit for 
the month of $6,029.20 but for the year 
we are still $6,727.95 in the black, 
primarily because of very strong giving 
in January and February of this year.

To put some perspective in these 
numbers: 

-  The $10,054.05 of income was below 
the twelve-year average of $11,425.

-  The $16,083.25 of expenses were 
above the twelve-average of $14,254.

-  Two expenses (the Advanced 
Services preventative maintenance 
contract for $1,442.28 and the 
quarterly Guide One insurance bill for 
$1,408.50) are not typical monthly 
expenses.

We also have to keep in mind that 
according to our detailed financial 
analysis for our Five-Year Plan, we 
anticipated deficits in each of these five 
years. A realistic guess is that we will 
have a deficit this year of between 
$5,000 and $10,000 in our Operating 
Budget. We have sufficient funds to 
cover all projected deficits.

The Finance Committee

A BIT OF HUMOR
Just a line to say I'm living
That I'm not among the dead
Though I'm getting more forgetful
And mixed up in the head.

I've got used to my arthritis
To my dentures I'm resigned
I can manage my bifocals
But oh God, I miss my mind.

For sometimes I can't remember
When I stand at the foot of the stairs
If I must go up for something
Or if I've just come down from there.

And before the refrig, so often
My poor mind is filled with doubt
Have I just put the food away, or
Have I come to take some out.

And there are times when it is dark
With my nightcap on my head
I don't know if I'm retiring
Or just getting out of bed.

So if it's my turn to write you
There's no need of getting sore
I may think that I have written
And don't want to be a bore.

So remember I do love you
And I wish you were near
But now it's nearly mail time
So I must say "Goodbye Dear."

There I stood beside the mailbox
With a face so very red
Instead of mailing you my letter
I opened it instead! 

- Author Unknown -
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A NOTE FROM THE PRESBYTERY
Three Opportunities for You! The 
Presbytery of Scioto Valley (PSV) 
would like to make you aware of the 
following upcoming events/programs:

 "Matthew 25 at the Polls" is the 
topic of a zoom conversation on 
Saturday, September 17 at 10:00 
a.m. which will explore what's on the 
ballot for folks in Ohio. This 
conversation is sponsored by the 
Matthew 25 Task Group from the 
Commission on Nurture and Outreach, 
Register on the zoom link on the 
calendar at psvonline.org.

The Presbytery Youth Task Force is 
looking into offering three fall regional 
gatherings for youth in grades 6 - 12 
on Sunday, September 18 from 2:00 - 
4:00 p.m., to be held at Washington 
Courthouse First, Columbus 
Covenant, and Granville First. This 
would be in addition to the fall retreat 
at Camp Akita November 12-13, 2022. 
Would the youth of your church be 
interested in attending one of these 
gatherings? If so, or if you have some 
questions, contact CNO Chair Kathi 
Bubb at kathibubb@gmail.com

An update on presbytery mission 
work trips! They are now scheduled 

for October 17-21 in Hampden, WV, 
and October 24-28 in Colcord, WV. 
These mission work trips, sponsored by 
our PSV Commission for Nurture and 
Outreach, will be hands-on basic 
construction work in poverty relief areas 
in Appalachia. The sites are two 
projects of the West Virginia Ministry 
Advocacy and Work Camps, Inc. 
(WVMAW). Cost for each person will be 
$350 for adults eighteen & over. We 
hope to have 15-20 participants per 
team. We will travel by cars, trucks, or 
church vans. We will stay in group 
housing with shower facilities and 
equipped kitchens. If you are interested 
in joining one of these work teams, 
contact the Presbytery Office to receive 
an application form. Scholarships are 
available. For questions, email: 
Jeannie@psvonline.org.
 
Peace and Hope,
Dagmar M. Romage

The Presbytery of Scioto Valley
4131 North High Street, Suite B
Columbus OH 43214-3001

614-847-0565
www.psvonline.org
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A BIT MORE HUMOR
If anyone needs an ark, I happen to 
Noah guy.

A pastor received a letter from a con-
gregant. When he removed the letter 
from the envelope, it had one word 
written on it-"Fool"! "Well", said the 
pastor, "the sender signed the letter, 
but didn't write anything else!"

Our fourth grader celebrated his birth-
day on crutches, so he couldn’t carry 
the cupcakes into school without help. 
I asked our sixth-grader, Noah, to help 
his brother carry them in. “I could,” he 
said, “but I’d prefer not to.” Spotting a 
teaching moment, my husband asked 
Noah, “What would Jesus do?” Noah 
answered, “Jesus would heal him so 
he could carry his own cupcakes.” 
—Rachel Nichols

The topic for my ninth-grade class was 
palindromes, words or sentences that 
are the same read forward and back-
ward. I asked the question "What is the 
first thing Adam said to Eve?" 

I was expecting the answer "Madam, 
I'm Adam," but one student had a better 
reply: "Wow."

During our priest's sermon, a large 
plant fell over right behind the pulpit, 
crashing to the ground. Acknowledging 
his reputation for long-windedness, he 
smiled sheepishly and said, "Well, that's 
the first time I actually put a plant to 
sleep."

Why did Moses cross the Red Sea?

Answer: To get to the other side.

GREETERS 
July  Audrey & Cal Tysen
  Barbara Taphorn

August Gerri Prod
  Sherry Sapienza
  Barbara Taphorn

  LITURGISTS
July  Sherry Sapienza
  



JULY
SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT

1 2

3 4 5 6 7 8 9

10 11 12 13 14 15 16

25 26

18 20 21 22 23

24

8

Worship & 
Discipleship
10 am

28

Session 
1:30 pm

Mission & 
Evangalism 
1:30 pmFellowship 

1 pm

2927 30

Newsletter 
Deadline
3 pm

Prime 
Time 
Gardening
6 pm

1917

31

Clergy 
Breakfast
9 am

Property 
Committee 
10 am

Finance 10amCongrega-
tional 
Meeting
following 
service



Remember in 
Prayer:
Marilyn Beilstein 
Dan Beilstein
Judy Wollenberg
Lew Stratton
David Boyer
Bud Hobday
Janet Marsh
Dimitry Sergay
Juliet Getty
Sharon Weaver
Don Netzley

Kay Puckett
Tracy Tysen

Bristol Health Care:
Bud Hobday - 125
Janet Marsh - Fast Track
Don Netzley - 108
Dimitry Sergay - 114
Judy Wollenberg - 312

Bristol Apartments: 
600 E Fifth St
George Hartwell - 193

Birthdays:
Barbara Early - 3
Allen Wollenberg - 15
Dave Tallman - 22
Marty Miller - 29
Glenn Rudie - 29
Evelyn Baker - 31

Anniversaries:
Allen & Judy Wollenberg - 11



The Amen Corner

211 Schmitt Drive
Waverly, OH 45690
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