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MEMBERS IN MINISTRY
October 30, 2022

MINISTERS FOR THE COMMUNITY: EVERY MEMBER
Pastor: Jane B. Johnson
Secretary: Bobbie Hall
Clerk of Session: Elaine Zingg
Choir Director: Karen Henderson
Organist: Patricia Penrose
Treasurer: Michael Milam

MINISTERS FOR VISION AND MISSION: SESSION:
Class of 2022
Pat Mikelson
Glenn Rudie
Barbara Taphorn

Class of 2023
Tom Hlasten
Susan Thomas

Class of 2024
John Mikelson
Barbara Pettit
Elaine Zingg

MINISTERS FOR MEMBER CARE: DEACONS

We are open for worship in 
the church at 10:15 am. 
Masks are optional, but 
recommended. Fellowship 
Hour after worship has 
resumed. We continue to 
have worship on line each 
Sunday morning at 10:15 
am. You can tune in by 
your computer or 
telephone.

If you are using a phone to 
connect, dial 
312-626-6799 and then 
enter ID:

542 773 5626#. 
When 
prompted for a 
password 
enter 
355142#.

If you are using a 
computer to connect: 
Open your computer 
browser (Internet 
Explorer, Chrome or 
Safari) Enter 
https://zoom.us
542 773 5626 in the 
address bar. Follow 
screen instructions. 
Password: 6NgnrH

MEMBERS SERVING IN 
OTHER PLACES:
• Allen Wollenberg, Pike 

County Outreach Council 
of Churches

• Mark, Jenny, Kella Rosa, 
and Aika Estela Hare

   Papay-Costa Rica
• Jim McGill, Sudan

Barbara Patterson    Bob Penrose    Irene Clark

COMMITTEES:
Discipleship and Worship: Pastor Jane 
Evangelism & Mission: Pat Mikelson
Fellowship: Barbara Taphorn
Finance & Stewardship: Susan Thomas
Member Care: Pastor Jane
Nominating: Pat Mikelson
Personnel: Glenn Rudie
Presbytery: Barbara Pettit
Presbyterian Women: Barbara Taphorn
Property: Barbara Pettit
Technology/Communication: John Mikelson
 



OUR SESSION AT WORK
ELAINE OSER ZINGG

 
By now we have all noticed that about four 
acres of the grass around the church is 
dying off as a result of having been 
sprayed by herbicides.  This is the first 
step in preparing the ground to transform 
the area into a pollinator garden: a space 
that encourages birds and bees to come 
and fertilize flowering plants.  At October’s 
Session meeting, we learned that our 
church won a Conservation Award from 
Pike County Department of Water and Soil 
for our planned Pollinator Habitat.  Mike 
Milam. Barbara Pettit, and Barbara 
Patterson attended the awards dinner and 
accepted a very nice plaque and $100 in 
our behalf.

The cost of insuring our church and 
manse went up this past year and the 
decision was made to investigate a few 
other qualified insurance companies for 
comparative reasons.  Our treasurer, Mike 
Milam has been giving insurance 
company representatives tours and 
receiving their price quotes.  Two of these 
representatives have commented on the 
clutter that has accumulated in our 

furnace rooms and stated that for safety 
reasons there should always be a 
three-foot clear space around furnaces 
and electric panels.  Mike will measure 
and tape off these spaces; and an interior 
church clean-up day has been scheduled 
for Saturday, November 19th from 10:00 
to 12:00 noon.  Please come and help.

Thanksgiving and Christmas are coming, 
and Session approved mission 
committee’s motion we have a free will 
offering for helping fund Thanksgiving 
meals for COPE families and providing 
Christmas gifts for four children involved 
in the Waverly school COPE program we 
have been helping to support.

Pastors Jane and Ron Johnson traveled 
to Pennsylvania late last week to visit his 
mother who is hospitalized with serious 
health problems.  They are returning to 
Pennsylvania this week to confer with her 
doctors on whether to authorize 
withdrawing some of her life support 
systems. These are difficult decisions and 
they need our prayers.

1 

This edition of the First Presbyterian Church Courier sponsored by

660 East Fifth Street • Waverly, Ohio 45690 • 740-947-2118



OUR SESSION AT WORK (continued)  
Advent is the beginning of the liturgical 
year in western Christianity and is a time 
of expectant waiting and preparation for 
Jesus Christ’s birth.  According to Saint 
Gregory of Tours the celebration of 
Advent began in the fifth century when 
the Bishop Perpeteus directed that 
starting with November 11th until 
Christmas one fasts three times a week.  
When Pope Urban V became Pope in 
1362, it was customary in Rome to 
celebrate Advent for five weeks before 

Christmas.  The Presbyterian Book of 
Common Worship, saya purple or blue is 
the appropriate color for vestments during 
Advent. For years, our congregation has 
marked the beginning of Advent with “the 
Hanging of the Greens” and the use of an 
Advent wreath in the sanctuary.  This year 
congregants will meet at the church at 
10:00 A.M. on Saturday, November 26th to 
hang the greens (decorate the sanctuary) 
and complete the process at the Sunday 
worship service on November 27th.
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FINANCIAL STATEMENT FINANCE COMMITTEE

Our income for September was 
$15,071.62 (12-year average is $9,847). 
Our expenses for September were 
$13,528.77 (12-year average is $11,913). 
This leaves us with a gain of $1,542.85 for 
the month, but we remain $6,269.49 in the 
red for the year.

There were no significant or unusual 
expenses during the month.

Keep in mind that according to our 
detailed financial analysis for our 
Five-Year Plan, we anticipated deficits in 
each of these five years. A realistic 
guess is that we will have a deficit this 
year of between $5,000 and $10,000 in 
our Operating Budget. We have 
financial resources to cover these 
anticipated deficits



GREETINGS FROM MARK HARE
GREEN INITIATIVE IN COSTA RICA
We are in the midst of lots of interesting 
things, some very good, other also good, 
but challenging. Working in the Latin 
American Biblical University (UBL for its 
initials in Spanish) to support their green 
initiative, we have been connecting, step 
by step, with people in Cedros, the 
community where the UBL is physically 
located. A big part of that has been 
through offering workshops, first to the 
local scout troop, in March and April, and 
then in July, to the larger community. 
Tomorrow (I can feel the butterflies in my 
stomach), we will be taking what we 
hope is a huge next step—a formal 
meeting with people from the community 
who want to step in and start a "formal" 
community garden on land that the UBL 
has designated for this kind of work. At 

this point, we don't have any idea who will 
attend, or whether the ones who attend 
will really want to be part of the garden 
work. So that's tomorrow Saturday. On 
Sunday the team helping realize the UBL 
Green initiative will be leading a prayer 
walk in downtown San Pedro, the heart of 
the municipality in which we are located. 
Our walk will focus on the theme of a just 
transition away from petroleum as an 
energy source. Part of the prayer walk will 
be promoting the non-proliferation of 
petroleum treaty: 
https://fossilfueltreaty.org/home

Your prayers would be very much 
appreciated!

Mark Hare, Jenny Bent, Keila and Annika
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Me working with Keila and two 
Cedros community members on 
different types of compost, including 
worm or vermicompost. July 2022

Workshop 
for 
community 
members 
in July. A 
youth 
works with 
Jenny on 
making 
basil butter 
from herbs 
grown in 
the UBL 
garden. 
July 2022
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COPE THANKSGIVING AND 
CHRISTMAS FREE WILL OFFERING
With food costs at an all-time high, 
COPE is providing thirty families with 
Thanksgiving turkeys, soup/rice mixes 
plus additional “kid foods” such as mac 
and cheese and peanut butter
to help with the “out of school” days.

For Christmas, Session has approved 
providing Christmas for two families, 
each with two children. For both 
families, the gifts they will receive from 
FPC will be their entire Christmas. The 
presents will include warm clothing, 
pajamas, and shoes. Each kid will
receive a special “wish list” present.

The first family has two teenage girls, 
both special ed, who attend the basic 
food service courses. Their mom is 
divorced, and the father is not in the 
picture. The mom works full-time and 
tries very hard to make ends meet. 

Both girls like make up and stuffed
Squishmallows (a stuffed pillow).

The second family is also a single 
mom, who works full time in fast food, 
and her two girls, ages 7 and 16. The 
youngest one takes speech classes. 
Again, clothing and shoes are the 
most important gifts. The older girl 
wants a make-up mirror and the
youngest one – a stuffed 
Squishmallow and some books. Both
families are very deserving with 
mothers who try very hard to take
care of their families.

The food and gifts are not part of our 
budgeted mission. If you would like to 
support these COPE families, please 
note on your check - THANKSGIVING 
(for food) or CHRISTMAS (for gifts) or
BOTH (to support both).
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FUNDRAISER FOR THE FOOD PANTRY

HOLIDAY BAZAAR: CRAFTS AND FOOD
Saturday, November 12, 2022

10:00 am to 3 pm
at Grace UMC Life Center

104 S. High Street

Come and shop with local crafters and support a
good cause!!

FOOD PANTRY DONATIONS – NOVEMBER

INSTANT MASHED POTATOES
SOUP AND RICE MIXES
CANNED GREEN BEANS

Donations may be left in the FOOD PANTRY BOX in the entrance

COPE AT WAVERLY HIGH SCHOOL

MICROWAVE MAC AND CHEESE, BEEFARONI
DEODORANT - male and female

BODY WASH

Items may be left in the COPE BOX in the entrance.



GOING BACK TO SCHOOL
FPC VOLUNTEERS WITH TIGERS BY THE TAIL 4-H CLUB
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On the first Tuesday afternoon of every 
month, you will find six FTC volunteers 
busy with the 3 rd – 5 th graders in the 
4-H club at Waverly Intermediate. Some 
of us work one on one with a student, 
others are involved with a larger group. 
Joyce Holben and Shirleen Keefer are 
working with one student very 
interested in quilting. Otto Zingg is 

guiding a couple of boys learning about
airplanes. John Mikelson is mentoring a 
student with a knots project. And Pat 
Mikelson and Cay Robertson are working 
with a group of students on food activities. 
The kids are excited and interested in 
their projects. And after 45 minutes with 
all that energy, we volunteers carpool 
home with smiles on our faces.

THE LIBRARY OPERATION 
FILL A STOCKING

The library is accepting donations until December 9th for its Fill A
Stocking project. Please place items in the library box, located

across from the kitchen.

Items for donations:
NONPERISHABLE SNACKS

PLAY DOUGH
STICKERS

COLORING BOOKS AND CRAYONS
SMALL STUFFED ANIMALS

GLOVES AND HATS
CHRISTMAS CANDY



PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN
Presbyterian Women will meet on 
Wednesday, November 2, at 1:30 pm at 
the church.

We will continue with our study of 
Celebrating Sabbath with Lesson 3, 
Sabbath and Sunday, led by Karen 
Henderson. Hostesses for the meeting 
are Betsy Hall and Joyce Holben.

Our Thank Offering will be received at 
this meeting. Since this is a PW offering 
and not a church-wide offering, if you 
give by check please make it to 
Presbyterian Women. You can also give 

in December and January. You may 
continue to bring your pledge offering 
and your offering for the least coin to 
each meeting.

Thanks to Irene Clark for agreeing to be 
in charge of our Hats and Mittens 
Recovery Council Mission. Please 
contact Irene if you have any other 
ideas for this Mission project.

We look forward to seeing you on 
November 2nd and remember you can 
always bring someone new with you to 
join us.
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GREETERS    
November Joyce & Doug Holben
  Barbara Taphorn

December Allen Wollenberg
  Jewell McClimment
  Barbara Taphorn

November Betsy Hall

LITURGISTS

A BIT OF HUMOR
A Sunday school teacher was discussing the Ten Commandments with her five and six 
year olds. After explaining the commandment to "honor" thy Father and thy Mother, she 
asked, "Is there a commandment that teaches us how to treat our brothers and 
sisters?"

Without missing a beat one little boy (the oldest in his family) answered, "Thou shall 
not kill."



NOVEMBER
SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT

1 2 3 4 5

6 7 8 9 11

17 18

10 12

13 14 15 16

25 2620 21 22 23 24
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Worship & 
Discipleship
10 am

28

Session 
1:30 pm

Mission & 
Evangalism 
1:30 pm

Fellowship 
1 pm

2927 30

Newsletter 
Deadline
3 pm

19

Clergy 
Breakfast
9 am

Property 
Committee 
10 am

PW 1:30 pm

Bible Study
4 pm

Bible Study
4 pm

Bible Study
4 pm

THANKS- 
GIVING 
DAY

Holiday 
Bazaar
10 am - 3 pm
Grace UMC

ALL 
SAINTS 
DAY

VETERANS
DAY

ELECTION 
DAY

DAYLIGHT 
SAVINGS 
ENDS

1ST SUNDAY
OF ADVENT

Clean-up 
Day
10 am - 12 
noon



Remember in Prayer:
Gary Baker
Marilyn Beilstein 
Dan Beilstein
David Boyer
Pam Clark
Jim Clark
John Dawson
Betsy Hall
Karen Henderson
Bud Hobday
Jane & Ron Johnson
Janet Marsh

Don Netzley
Ann Oyer
Martha & Ed Pool
Jeff & Nancy Sapienza
Dimitry Sergay
Lew Stratton
Angie Strewsbery
Julia & Kara Washington
Sharon Weaver
Judy Wollenberg

Bristol Health Care:
George Hartwell - 105

Bud Hobday - 125
Janet Marsh - Fast Track
Don Netzley - 108
Dimitry Sergay - 114
Judy Wollenberg - 312

Birthdays:
Lew Stratton - 5
Tom Hlasten - 12
Bud Hobday - 21
Don Netzley - 21
Kay Puckett - 23

Vintage 
engraving of 
biblical story 
of angel 
speaking to 
shepherds 
near 
Bethlehem 
about the 
birth of 
Jesus. Bible, 
New 
Testament, 
Luke 1. 
Biblische 
Geschichte, 
Germany 
1859.



The Amen Corner

211 Schmitt Drive
Waverly, OH 45690
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