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MEMBERS IN MINISTRY
October 1, 2023

MINISTERS FOR THE COMMUNITY: EVERY MEMBER
Pastor: Jane B. Johnson
Secretary: Bobbie Hall
Clerk of Session: Elaine Zingg
Choir Director: Edy Panjaitan
Organist: Patricia Penrose
Pianist: Edy Panjaitan
Treasurer: Michael Milam

MINISTERS FOR VISION AND MISSION: SESSION:
Class of 2023

Susan Thomas
Joyce Holben

Class of 2024
John Mikelson
Barbara Pettit
Elaine Zingg

Class of 2025
Pat Mikelson
Jewell McCliment
Barbara Taphorn
                          

MINISTERS FOR MEMBER CARE: DEACONS

We are open for worship in 
the church at 10:15 am. 
Masks are optional, but 
recommended. Fellowship 
Hour follows after worship. 
We continue to have 
worship on line each 
Sunday morning at 10:15 
am. You can tune in by 
your computer or 
telephone.

If you are using a phone to 
connect, dial 
312-626-6799 and then 
enter ID:

542 773 5626#. 
When 
prompted for a 
password 
enter 
355142#.

If you are using a 
computer to connect: 
Open your computer 
browser (Internet 
Explorer, Chrome or 
Safari) Enter 
https://zoom.us
542 773 5626 in the 
address bar. Follow 
screen instructions. 
Password: 6NgnrH

MEMBERS SERVING IN 
OTHER PLACES:
• Allen Wollenberg, Pike 

County Outreach Council 
of Churches

• Mark, Jenny, Kella Rosa, 
and Aika Estela O’Hare

   Papay-Costa Rica
• Jim McGill, Sudan

Tom Hlasten   Irene Clark              Barbara Patterson

COMMITTEES:
Discipleship and Worship: Pastor Jane 
Evangelism & Mission: Pat Mikelson
Fellowship: Barbara Taphorn
Finance & Stewardship: Susan Thomas
Congregant Care: Joyce Holben
Nominating: Pat Mikelson
Personnel: Pat Mikelson
Presbytery: Barbara Pettit
Presbyterian Women: Pat Penrose
Property: Barbara Pettit
Technology/Communication: John Mikelson
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funding for Bridgehaven. However, as 
one church in the area, I suggest that it 
was well within most of our means to give 
$10 per month to this special fund for a 
couple of years. Twenty individuals or 
couples giving $10 dollars a month would 
equal $2400 a year. I believe we can do 

that. You recall that Jesus as He traveled 
to many areas paid a lot of attention to 
those he came upon including those who 
were living under very difficult 
circumstances. As followers of Jesus 
Christ let’s hear a call coming to us to do 
the same.

BRIDGEHAVEN NEEDS OUR HELP (continued)

 

Presbyterian Women will meet on 
Wednesday, October 4, 1:30 PM at the 
church.

We will continue with our study of Sacred 
Encounters with Lesson 2, The 
Exorcism in Gerasa led by our study 
leader Joyce Holben. Rember to bring 
your Pledge Offering and your offering for 
the Least Coin.

The hostesses for the meeting are Karen 
Henderson and Barbara Taphorn.

Mark your calendar now to plan on 
attending the Fall Gathering of PW/PSV to 
be held on October 28, 2023, at Broad 
Street Presbyterian Church, Columbus, 
OH. We hope that many from our group 
will be able to attend.

We look forward to seeing you at our 
October meeting and remember, you can 
always bring someone new with you to 
join us.

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN

 

We are encouraged as followers of 
God's promises to reach out to others 
with Christ's love. We need to remind 
ourselves daily as we ask God's forgive-
ness that we are Christ's merciful body 
– hands, eyes, and ears – in this earthly 

CONGREGANTS’ CARE COMMITTEE
kingdom. Let's use our prayer list in this 
newsletter to pray and act in Christ's 
name. Each of us can select a name or 
two and send a card, or make a call, 
and extend Love to another!
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TURKEY or CHICKEN GRAVY 
packets or cans

canned 
SWEET POTATOES OR YAMS

INSTANT MASHED POTATOES

STOVETOP OR BOXED STUFFING
 

CANNED GREEN BEANS

CANNED CORN

FOOD PANTRY NEEDS
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PRESBYTERY REPORT
HELD AT COVENANT PRESBYTERIAN AND VIA ZOOM

Tuesday, September 19, 2023, 3:30 PM
It was good to be in the Presbytery 
meeting to see how the 85 churches in 
our Presbytery work together. I was on 
Zoom since I had a medical appointment 
earlier in the afternoon. It seems to me
that there were half of the attendees on 
Zoom and half in person. 

We were called to worship by prayer and 
reading of selections from Matthew 25. 
Rev. Shavon Starling-Louis, 
Co-moderator of the 225th General 
Assembly, reminded us of our 
application of love in Matthew 25 
context. Amira Barham, International 
Peacemaker in Palestine, shared her 
testimony. She told of some of the 
tragedies that Palestinians have had 
since the 1948 war in Israel. She 
reminded us that our taxes go to support 
Israel government; we can send letters 
to congress members about our 
concern. When we vote, we should think 
about the foreign policy of those running 
for office. We should be speaking up for 
human rights and peace. It was good to 
see and hear her again since she had
been to our church to share her 
message the previous Saturday. Two 
Ruling Elders were commissioned for 
service in the presbytery. 

Transitional General Presbyter, Rev. 
Kathy Nice, updated us on her work. 
She has worshiped and/or preached in 
28 of the 85 churches in our presbytery. 
She has attended 47 meetings in the 
churches. 

Stated Clerk, Rev. Bill Gause, reported 
that the Book of Order is in print now 
with the changes made in the most 
recent General Assembly. One of the 
major changes is that there must be a 
minimum of 12-weeks emergency 
paid-leave.

The Synod report was given by Rev. 
Jonathon Carlisle. Forty-four awardees 
from nine Presbyteries for a total of 
$40,500 won the Matthew 25 
scholarships for Christian Leaders. 23 of 
the winners self-identified as Black, 
Korean, Asian, or African. Applications 
for Matthew 25 Grants for 
Congregations Working to Build 
Congregational Vitality, Dismantle 
Structural Racism, and/or Eradicate 
Systemic Poverty for up to $5000 are 
due by 9-30-23. (Our Mission and 
Evangelism Committee is aware of the
deadline.) There are several Zoom 
workshops available: Preaching 
Workshops, Child Sexual Abuse
Protection Training, The Leader's Table, 
and Boundaries Training. Synod again 
offers a virtual worship service for use 
on the morning of Christmas Eve. For 
more information, visit 
www.synodofthecovenant.org.

Commission for Congregational Life: 
RE Yvonne Gustafson reported that the 
final report of the Marysville 
Administrative Commission was 
presented. Conflicts and issues were 
fully addressed as the
commission “walked with” Marysville as 
the congregation tackled them. “It was 
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PRESBYTERY REPORT (continued)
hard work—well done!” Thanks to Jane 
Johnson for her work on the 
commission. 

Commission for Church 
Professionals: Rev. Joel Esala, brought 
the option to adopt the revised Fulltime 
Positions Policy for second reading and 
vote. Motion passed. The annual retreat 
will be held November 12-14 at Hocking 
Hills Conference Center. 

Commission for Nurture and 
Outreach: RE Stephen Hills announced 
the annual PIE Training workshop will be 
held on January 20, from 9-3, at 
Covenant Church in Columbus. Rev. 
Taylor Barner‘s call to Jacob’s Porch, a 
campus ministry at Ohio State 
University-Columbus, was approved as 
a Validated Ministry. Taylor invited 
churches and/or members to visit him 
and consider being involved in the 
ministry. Fireside Chats will be held 
Sept. 28 and Oct. 26 from 3-5 at Rusty 
Bucket. Five Neighborhood Grants were 
awarded this year: weekend food for 
children, furniture/appliance bank,
pollinator garden, after-school Bible 
School, and clothing and diapers. To the 
Matthew 25 Initiative, “Climate 
Change/Care of the Earth” is a newly 
added focus. Speakers on the topic of 
climate change are planned for 
pre-presbytery event in November and 
at the PIE Training session in January.

Commission for Presbytery 
Operations: RE Jim Hines reported that 
St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church 
closed in June. A legacy agreement was 

diligently worked on and presented for 
adoption. It was passed. This is a way to 
work with churches in transition. The 
agreement established an administrative 
commission to undertake administrative 
responsibilities set forth in the 
agreement, approval and procedures for 
sale, establishment of St. Andrew Fund, 
dispensing of residual assets, legacy 
activities, and other points. There was 
the First Reading of the 2024 Budget 
Proposal. Note that this is one budget 
proposal formed by Commission for 
Presbytery Operations. See next 
paragraph regarding budget. The report 
from Discernment and Design 
Commission had the first reading and 
details of its work. If the report and new 
model is approved from Discernment & 
Design administrative Commission at
November Presbytery meeting, the 
budget included in that report will be the 
one for which we will vote. If it is not 
passed, the 2nd reading of the budget 
noted in previous paragraph will be the 
one for which we will vote. I am excited 
about the new model; it specifically 
separates the work of presbytery into 
outreach and congregation concerns. 
Some of the highlights are: establishing 
position of Associate Presbyter for 
Congregational Life and Transitions; 
creating a Commission on Ministry 
(most responsibilities of the current 
Commission on Congregational Life and 
Commission on Church Professionals ); 
creating a Commission on Preparation 
for Ministry; reframing the current 
Commission on Nurture and Outreach 
as the Commission on Justice,
(continued on inside back cover) 



OCTOBER STEWARDSHIP EMPHASIS MONTH

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT

1 2 3 4

15

108

5 6 7

23

16

9 11

17 18 2019

12 13

21

22

14

2625 28

Session 
1:30 pm

27

8

Session 
Reports due

Courier 
Articles due

Clergy 
Breakfast 
9 am

Finance 
10 am

Prime Thyme 
Gardening 
5:30 pm

Adult Studies 
9:15 am

Worship 10:15 am

Pete Dunn speaks
Fellowship Hour

3029

Adult Studies 
9:15 am

Worship 
10:15 am

Adult Studies 
9:15 am

Worship
10:15 am

COLUMBUS
DAY

Office
Closed

Adult Studies 
9:15 am

Worship 10:15 am

Courier Published

24

M&E
2:30 pm

W&D  
1:30 pm

Disciple-
ship Class 
4 pm

Fellowship
1 pm

31

Adult Studies 
9:15 am

Worship  
10:15 am

Disciple-
ship Class 
4 pm

Disciple-
ship Class 
4 pm

Disciple-
ship Class 
4 pm

HALLOWEEN



Remember in Prayer:
Maurice Bailey
Gary Baker
Marilyn Beilstein 
Dan Beilstein
Irene & Jim Clark
Jeanne Conrad
John Dawson
Monica Dawson
Jean Earnhardt
Glenn Franklin
Jerry Hall
George Hartwell
Bruce Henderson
Janet Marsh

Jewell McCliment
Marty Miller
Barbara Patterson
Tom Patterson
Pat Penrose
Babsy Pettit
Steve Rhoades
Jeff & Nancy Sapienza
Rosann Severding
Nancy Seward
Lew Stratton
Angie Strewsbery
David Stinnett
Melissa Stinnett
Sue Thomas

Allen Wollenberg
Judy Wollenberg
Ruth Wonnell
Elaine Zingg

Bristol Health Care:
George Hartwell - 105
Bill Johnson - 113
Janet Marsh - 24
Nancy Seward - 205
Judy Wollenberg - 312

Birthdays:
Ann Oyer - 5

GREETERS     
October Emma Edgington 
  Martha Whitehouse
  Barbara Taphorn

LITURGISTS

reflect better its mission; using Per 
Capita, Mission, Church Develop- 
ment and St. Andrew Legacy funds to 
make investments in our future. 
During this presentation, I was 
reminded of Isaiah 43:18ff that we 
have heard several times this year in 
church—from THE MESSAGE: “ 
Forget about what’s happened; don’t 
keep going over old history. Be alert, 

be present. I am about to do something 
brand-new. It’s bursting out! Don’t you see 
it? There it is!” 

Presbytery meeting was adjourned at 7 
PM with prayer.

Respectfully submitted,
Babsy Pettit, Commissioner to Presbytery

   
   
October  Joyce Holbein
November  Bruce Henderson 

PRESBYTERY REPORT (continued from page 7)     
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